AP Language: Summer Assignment 2015
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Welcome to AP Language! 
AP Lang requires you to read and think.  A lot. ( If this isn’t something that you are used to doing, please get in the habit starting this summer. As we prepare for the AP test, it is important that you know the reading very well.  This means that you shouldn’t rush through the reading.  It isn’t just about the plot or overall point. AP Lang is asking you not only what a writer says, but how they say it.

Summer Homework:  The commitment to AP begins this summer.  You are expected to complete summer reading.  This reading will provide a basis for beginning the class next year.   Failure to successfully complete the summer reading requirements is grounds for removal from the course. 

Summer reading will count as 20% of your first semester grade.


DUE DATES (feel free to submit these early—this is the last date it is accepted)
July 20st
1. Read and annotate “Interrogating Texts: 6 Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at Harvard”, then do a Close Reading Analysis Form.  You will only turn in the Close Reading Analysis Form.  You will keep your annotations for now. This will be submitted on Edmodo.
2. The Close Reading Analysis Form for the first two articles for the Editorial Analysis. Submitted on Edmodo.
First Day of School

1. Book read

2. SOAPStone complete and submitted on Edmodo

3. Rest of Editorial Analysis due and submitted on Edmodo
**If you have no computer access over the summer, please see me ASAP!!**

Choice Book
Choose at least ONE of these books to read.  You can buy a cheap used copy from Amazon, go to your local bookstore, or check it out from the library.
	Outliers
	Malcolm Gladwell

	The Botany of Desire
	Michael Pollan

	Nickel and Dimed
	Barbara Ehrenreich

	The Tipping Point
	Malcolm Gladwell

	Flat Broke in the Free Market
	Jon Jeter

	The Omnivore’s Dilemma
	Michael Pollan

	A Year of Living Biblically
	AJ Jacobs

	Freakonomics
	Steven D. Levitt

	Fast Foot Nation
	Eric Schlosser

	The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie
	Tanya Lee Stone

	A Short History of Nearly Everything
	Bill Bryson

	Prozac Nation
	Elizabeth Wurtzel

	Overachievers: The Secret Life of Driven Kids
	Alexandra Robbins

	Stiff: The Curious Life of Human Cacavears
	Mary Roach

	Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science
	Atul Gawande

	How Soccer Explains the World
	Franklin Foer

	Generation Me: Why Today‘s Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled—And More Miserable Than Ever Before (2007) –or-- 
The Narcissism Epidemic: Living in the Age of Entitlement (2009) 
	Jean Twenge

	Animal, Vegetable, Miracle
	Barbara Kingsolver


SOAPStone
Use the handout for SOAPStone to analyze your book.  When you complete your work, follow the format of the SOAPStone exactly.  Label each section with the correct title and do it in the order stated.  You can create a table using words and type it into the table so it looks a little like the handout, or you can just label each section with the correct heading.

For example:

	Speaker
	Then write all of your smart stuff about the speaker in the book…

	Occasion
	…


Or just use headings as you write:
Speaker

Then write all of your smart stuff about the speaker below it.

Occasion

Write about the occasion below.

Editorial Analysis 

Part I—Choosing a writer & reading AT LEAST 5 articles

Choose an op-ed (opinion/editorial) columnist whose work you would like to track over the course of the summer and read at least FIVE of their articles—these articles must from this summer, not old, archived articles. Keep in mind this may or may not be a writer with whom you agree completely. Please print out your five columns. (Note: the “Print Version” link on most web pages makes a much better printout than just printing page.) Read each column closely and annotate it.  I will be looking for evidence of close reading: comments in the margins, some highlighting, points of agreement or disagreement. Just highlighting or underlining is not thorough annotation. The goal of your annotations should be to pay close attention to the author’s methods of persuasion, logic, diction (word choice), sentence construction, assumptions, etc.--not to just agree or disagree. Focus more on how the author constructs the argument than on what he or she states. Use the knowledge gained from reading the “Interrogating Texts” article.  Hold on to the annotated articles.
Part II—Close Reading Analysis Form

Complete the Close Reading Analysis Form for each of the columns you read.  These are on Edmodo—please submit to Edmodo when done.  If you are confused about how to do this after reading the form, you can google “Rhetorical Precis” for more help and examples.  This is really just one of those but broken up into separate parts instead of put together in one paragraph.
Part III—Final Reflection

After reading all five articles, you will write a one page reflection on the trends you see in this writer’s work.  Pay attention to their methods of persuasion, their use of logic, diction, sentence construction, assumptions, etc.  Think about this writers use of voice in all of their work.  What is that voice? What makes their writing good? Unique?  This one page response should be written in paragraphs—not just one big block of writing! Submit to Edmodo.
Links to Online Newspapers and Columns

1. http://blueagle.com/index.html -- (Has articles from a variety of writers)

2. http://www.realclearpolitics.com/links.html -- (A very good website with links to most of the renowned national newspapers – with categories – front page, politics, Op-Ed, and Columnists)

3. http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.htmlhttp://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html 
Your summer reading has four parts.  


1. Read and annotate “Interrogating Texts: 6 Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at Harvard”, then do a Close Reading Analysis Form


2. Read a book from the list of options


3. Do a detailed SOAPStone for the book


4. Editorial Analysis








